
 

 

 British Values 

  
The various activities highlighted in this newsletter are an example of  just some of the diverse learning opportunities that are undertaken by 
our students. Many of these activities take place within the local community as well as at school for real opportunities to explore these    
values  in order to support students to understand the needs of others in a wider context. Helen Allison School teaches students 
by  planning and delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. British values embedded within this curriculum and these values are defined 
as:  Democracy, Rule of law, Individual liberty, Mutual respect, Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

If you have any comments on the Newsletter we would like to hear from you.  If you would like to contribute to the next Newsletter, 
please let Francesca Shaxted have your article.  

Newsletter 
Summer 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It’s the end of yet another academic year which ended with the fantastic 

camping trip, sports day and Family Fun Day. It actually felt like we had          

returned to some sort of normality given the turbulence of the past year.  

 

All classes have managed to get back into the community, incorporating trips 

into their curriculum and learning. For some of our young people this has been 

difficult but all have shown resilience, often overcoming their anxieties to     

accomplish the tasks and as a school we never under estimate how hard it 

can be for an autistic child.  

 

This term saw our long-awaited Ofsted inspection and I am so proud that the 

school has its recognition and we are now a Good school with Outstanding   

features. This is down to the hard work and effort of the staff and the            

enthusiasm of the students who simply did what they do each and every day. 

Of course, there is still work to do and we will not be complacent and look    

forward to next year where we have big plans for the development of the 

school. 

 

Finally, please try to have a lovely holiday and remember 

we are here as a school to help if you need us. 

Simon 

Principal 



 

 

News from our classrooms! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This term in food tech, Bev has been teaching the students 
about various different spices and flavours. They have 
been learning what the spices are for, and also, what other 
uses they have. The students learnt about how historically, 
spices were used for a variety of things including perfumes 
and for dying clothes. They then took part in dying some 
material of their own using various different spices. 

Comic Strips 

 

Rufus class have been learning about ‘The Human Body’. During the first week of July, they had 
fun   exploring the digestive system and used everyday items to demonstrate how digestion works 
and the processes involved at each stage. It was messy but lots of fun!! 

The Human 

During the final term of the year, the boys in Windsor 
class have been very busy doing a wide variety of 
things. One of the things they have been working on, 
is         producing their own comic book strips. They 
completed this based on Romeo and Juliet which 
they read earlier in the term during their English les-

Food Safari 

Spices 

This term, Corfe class have been exploring 
different fruits in different ways. They made 

fruit skewers, played with the fruits to        
understand their different textures and even 

tasted some fruits that they have not been 
familiar with. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, Group 3 have been 
doing some work around     
stencils. Troy has been building 
up quite a few stencils so that 
he can produce a   larger piece. 
This work is demonstrating 
good fine motor skills with his 
cutting out. He is passionate 
about football and supports 
Charlton  Athletic so the stencils 
have been working around 
those interests.  

Stencils 

 

Jerred in Group 4 has produced a lovely       
seascape drawing this term. He has used 
various shades of certain colours to add to 
the overall effect. He made sure to focus on 
the beach huts which are a favourite at the 
beach. Lovely work Jerred! 

Oh I do like to be beside the seaside... 

STRIKE! 

 

The boys in Group 4 went     bowling 
during June and wow, what an im-
pressive bunch! A few strikes, a few 
spares and a lot of laughs.  

 

In the lead up to the end of term and Jerred leaving Helen      
Allison, a few of the students from Group 4 went on an offsite 
visit to Dover Castle. They looked at all the historical architecture 
and learnt about the different parts within a castle and what they 
would have been used for. They had a great time and the weather 
held out so they were able to sit outside and have their 
lunch….although a seagull seemed to be very interested in what 
they were eating! 

Dover Castle 

 

Whilst many of the students were  camping 
during one of the final weeks of July, the 

remaining students at the Hub had 3 days 
of fun! As part of their STEM learning, they 

made “Elephants Toothpaste” which is 
made by combining general household 

items. They had great fun and learnt about 
the chemical reaction that takes place for 

this to happen. 

Elephant’s Toothpaste 

Bake Off! 

Students at the Hub have been    
enjoying doing some baking        
recently. As we all know, baking is 
very rewarding and so when the 
students were given the challenge of 
their very own bake off, they 
jumped at the chance. A lemon cake 
was the task and they made some 
very delicious ones. Callum was the 
Bake Off Champion with his      
offering. Well done to our aspiring 
Paul Hollywood and Mary Berry’s! 



 

 

 

The Hub goes 3D  

This year the school has purchased its first 3D printing resource. 
The choice of printer was researched and sourced by student 
Josh. The Flashforge Adventurer 3 turned out to be a wise       
purchase. It is a “from the box” 3D printer and after unpacking it, 
getting acquainted with it and printing some basic sample     
models, other students at the HUB soon got involved and started 
printing in earnest. It has proved a willing workhorse and is easy 
to maintain.  

A proposal was put forward by students Harry and Billy to       
purchase a larger printer. The bed size on the existing printer 
was restricting their printing ambitions. The school’s second  
purchase of a printer was a Creality CR-10 which arrived just  
after the Easter break. Some work was required, as it came in 
about 50 pieces, but the students independently resolved any 
issues, put it together and began printing. They now hope to    
expand from their output of standard sample models to produce 
more  ambitious and larger 3D modelling projects.  

This has all been an ambitious learning process. Software (called 
slicing software) has had to be evaluated, downloaded and plans 
made to schedule many printing projects. The rest of the HUB 
have been handing in requests to print and are keen to get         
involved. The next stage will be to learn how to create bespoke 
models and to get them printed.  Everyone should look forward to 
more 3D printing in the new school year. 



 

 

 

 

Friday Club  
 
This term, we welcomed back ‘Club Time’. This 
is a really nice way for students to end their 
busy week, do something they enjoy and try 
out         different activities. It also gives them 
the            opportunity to socialise and spend 
time with      students out of their classes, and 
interact with each other around the school. So 
far the students have enjoyed playing Mario 
Kart in Wii club,    walking Patsy the dog, play-
ing team games in  Drama club and watching 
Cars 2 in Film Club. Pokémon club has also 
proved really popular, and the students have 
loved bringing in their cards and having tour-

As part of an offsite visit, Warwick class 

had a fantastic trip to Shone Country Park. 

As well as having lots of fun in the     
playground, they explored the park and 

spent their pocket money in the gift shop.  

Shorne Country Park 
 Story Time 

Scotney class have had an incredibly busy term! In 
English the students learned the  poem Animal Boy 

by Joseph Coelho and performed it in front of 
Rochester Class. Here they are practicing for the           

performance. The students also wrote a short  
story based on a book they read in Term 5. Their 
stories included lots of descriptive details. Well 

done boys! 

You may remember in the previous 
term, we  proudly told you about         
various students who had entered the 
young writers competition and had 
their work published. This term, the         
students work was published into the 
books and sent to them. This is a        
fantastic achievement and we are        
incredibly proud of their imagination 
and description used within their      
writing. Well done all! 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Museum 
On a dreary day in June, students in Group 4 went 
on a visit to the Horniman Museum in London. They 

loved looking at all the historical items on show and 
learning about their historical impact on how we 

live today. 

Let’s get physical! 

The boys in Group 4 have been visiting the      
seaside a lot so they decided to replicate what 

they have been seeing into a textile piece around 
the beach and beach huts. They have used     

various materials and considered their texture 
and colour when deciding what part of their piece 

to use them on. 

Don’t worry, beach happy! 

 

Some of the Hub students have been visiting 
the gym this term.  This has helped them to 
venture out into the community, try new   
routines and learn about new gym          
equipment. They have had a great time and 
we are very proud of how they have behaved 
and represented the school. 

 
Construction  

As part of their construction     

lessons, this term a couple of    

students at the hub were tasked 

with making a bench. This       

challenged them to think about 

how they would go about this as 

well as utilising all the skills they 

had learnt. They done a smashing 

job and many of the students can 

now use the bench to socialise on.  

A group of students from the hub have visited Hadlow 
College weekly to help out with various things such as 
walking the alpacas, helping with their brushing and 
mucking out. They all received certificates at their last 
session to congratulate them on their hard work. As a 
reward for doing so well, they took a trip the Wildwood 
Trust in Herne Bay for the day and got to see various  
other different types of animals. Great work Hadlow 
Group! 

Hadlow Group 

After being with the Helen Allison School for over 12 years, this 
year was Jerred’s last with us.  
The Hub held a graduation for Jerred during the final week of 
term which saw him presented with awards, a certificate and 
gifts. 
We have watched him flourish over the years and develop into 
a kind, understanding and mature young man. We will all miss 
him greatly but wish him all the luck for his new education 
path at college. Good bye Jerred! 

Class of 2021! 



 

 

 

 
 

Camping 2021 
The Helen Allison School camping trip once again was a huge success.     

 

Unfortunately, this year, many pupils did miss out due to having to self-isolate, but we did    manage to still 
take as many pupils as possible. 

 
We arrived at Stubbers Adventure Centre on Wednesday 21st July and once we had settled into our accommo-

dation, each pupil took part in 3 activities. This included archery, bush craft and climbing. 

Thursday was our wet day, with pupils taking part in a wide range of water sports; Open Canoe, Bell boating, 

XL paddleboards, paddleboards and kayaking.  This truly pushed many of our     pupils out of their comfort 

zones with some initially refusing to take part in the activities.      However, it was wonderful to see pupils not 

allowing their fears from stopping them taking part in an activity, with all pupils fully engaged. One pupil even 

said after the activity: ‘I have         conquered my fear’. 

Our Final day saw our younger pupils tackling activities such as the leap of faith and crate   stacking while our 

older pupils took part in laser tag. Once again, all pupils fully engaged in these activities and tried to the best 

of their abilities. 

Thank you to all the staff who attended the camping trip, this truly was an experience of a       lifetime to all 
the pupils who attended. 

 
All pupils were an absolute credit to the school, behaving brilliantly and throughout the entire trip attacked 

each activity with such determination and enjoyment. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

Camping 2021 



 

 

 

 

 Athletics 

This term all of the students have been   fo-
cusing on their athletic skills during their PE 

lessons They have been practising their 
running, jumping and throwing using    vari-
ous new pieces of equipment. They have al-
so been able to measure their own personal 

bests. 

Magnets 
 

During June, Warwick class enjoyed    
investigating magnetic forces throughout 

the school, as well as using magnetic 
tiles to create some fantastic structures.  

Sports Day 

On the final day of term, we held our sports day. Thankfully the weather held out for the 
day so all events could go ahead! As well as the usual classic sports day activities such 
as egg and spoon race, and hurdles, there was a Helen Allison twist on the games! There 
was fancy dress dress-up on the staff members, water cannons and even the staff race 
which got very competitive! It was lovely to watch all of our students take part and       
compete against one another. Thank you to our PE teacher Andy for organising a fun 
filled morning. 



 

 

 

Rochester visits Hastings! 

During the first week of July, students within 
Rochester class took a trip to     Hastings as part 
of their history lessons. They have been learn-
ing about various fisherman towns so this was 
the perfect place to visit and see everything in 
the flesh! They visited the Fisherman’s        Mu-
seum and looked at the history behind Hastings 
and the important part the     fishing industry 
has to play in the history of the town. Inside the 
museum, there is a large fishing boat which the 
class were allowed to go on and get a feel for 
the true size of a fishing boat and how each 
piece of equipment would help with the task at 
hand. And of course, the students got to go on 
the cliffside railway too! 

 

 Dobbies Garden Centre 

Hari in Rochester Class had great fun this term visiting various different places nearby. At 
the beginning of July, he visited Dobbies Garden Centre in Gillingham and got to see the 
various fish they had there. He also really enjoyed looking at all the stuffed animals in the 
gift shop. The queue in the shop for cakes was very long so the team decided to pop to the 
Tesco next door to get some sweets and a drink. Hari used his pocket money to purchase 
these and engage in conversation with the cashier. This was not a planned change and 
Hari coped brilliantly! Great work Hari!  

Leysdown 

Milo in Rufus class loves the beach. As part of his offsite   

activities this term, he has been visiting various different  

locations and exploring the sensory impact of these        

unfamiliar surroundings. At the beginning of July, he  

visited Leysdown beach. He got to experience all the  

different things surrounding him including the coloured 

lights from the arcades, the sound of the sea washing in 

and the wind against his face. He had a fantastic trip and 

came back full of excitement.  



 

 

 

 
Bike Skills 

The boys in Scotney class have had a fantastic school year visiting Rowhill School. Every 
Tuesday they have visited the school just down the road to learn some general and invalu-
able skills surrounding bike maintenance. The boys have progressed so much over the 
year and can now confidently identify various parts of a bike, describe their uses and re-
pair them if they are damaged. The boys have represented the school in a fantastic light 
every week and have shown how       brilliant students at Helen Allison School are. On 
their last visit they were           presented with a medal and a certificate for all their hard 
work! Well done boys for a smashing year! 

 Monster Kickabout 

This half term in the wilderness 
Wednesday sessions, the       stu-
dents have been working hard to 
keep the conservation area clean 

and tidy. They have worked together 
to build different tepee’s for some of 
our vegetables to grow up. As well as 

this, they have also made bucket 
ponds for our insects and wildlife.  

Wilderness  

Wednesday’s 

During the last week of June, our pu-

pils took part in the 'Monster Kicka-

bout'. This initiative by Nike, linked to 

Euro 2020, is aimed at celebrating the 

sport of football and helping to get 

children  active across the country. 

All our pupils did an amazing job at 

practising their football skills in their 

PE lessons and enjoyed the    chal-

lenges they were set. 



 

 

 

Family Fun Day 

 

 

We had a very busy last day of term at the school. Not only did we hold sports day in the morning, but 

then we had our fantastic family fun day event from lunchtime. Some say we’re mad, we call it            

ambitious!  

The day ran like clockwork and it was brilliant to see so many friends and family members of our      

students attend for the day. Every class were responsible for running their own stall and we had such a 

variety! We had the classics including our amazing raffle with so many fantastic donations from the 

community, local  

Businesses and parents, the bottle tombola which 

Lisa at the Hub took charge off, Ice Creams and 

drinks from the ladies in Admin and of course Bev’s 

cakes!  

Every stall were in charge of their own prices and 

ensuring a profit was made. After a count up of all 

the takings we are over the moon to say we raised 

over £2000 for the school! What a fantastic      

achievement. 

Thank you to everyone who organised, took part 

and attended. It was lovely to see so many faces and 

so much support for us and our students! 



 

 

 
 

 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of the businesses and people who kindly 
donated prizes to our grand summer raffle! 

Their generosity has been outstanding, and has helped to raise over £2000 for the 

 
£100 Gift Voucher from Bartellas Restaurant 

A Kindle Fire  
4 course meal and bottle of wine package from The Knowle, Rochester 

2 book hampers from Pan Macmillan 
A 5 week bootcamp pass and personal training session from R-Fitness 

£50 meal voucher for The Kent Cocktail Bar and Lounge 
Full body massage from Olivia Hockey 

Full body massage from Nina Long 
LV Lash Lift with Rebecca Devlin from The Hideaway Cabin 

Indian Head Massage from Olivia Hockey 
HD Brow treatment with Rebecca Devlin from The Hideaway Cabin 

A Body Shop hamper from Sophie Lewis 
Personalised tote bag from Avluxe London 

Gel nails treatment from Maria Louise Dillen  
A wax treatment from Amy Wallett from The Hideaway Cabin 

A domestic clean from Heather So Clean 
Shepherd Neame £25 voucher 

A bottle of Champagne 
£25 Henry’s Bakery Longfield voucher 

A memory foam pillow worth £30 from The Bed Post, Crayford 
Large Sweet Bouquet  

Vtech Toot Too 
Obama Llama 2 game from Big Potato Games 

Sketchy Tales Disney Game from Big Potato Games 
Dino Dump Game from Big Potato Games 

A celebration cake voucher from Bev’s Bakes 
Snooker Table 

P for Pizza game from Big Potato Games 
The Muddles game from Big Potato Games 

Gift package from Ebbsfleet United Football Club 
Family Swim at Cygnets Leisure Centre 

Hungry Hippos game from Asda, Gravesend 
2 Autism Threads Hampers 



 

 

 

Every term, Jenny works with the 
classes at the school teaching yoga 
sessions. This is a great way for the 

children to wind down and relax and 
also helps them to learn how to       

relieve any stresses they may feel.  
Namaste! 

Yoga 

 

 

 

As part of many of our students    learn-
ing, they participate in visits to the local 
shops. This helps to teach them skills out 

within the            community and learn 
how to take part in various activities. He-

ver class have been visiting the shops 
this term and learning how to buy items, 
use money and have polite conversation 

with the shop staff.  
 

Shopping Trip 

Fun at the park! 

As part of their offsite learning, the boys 
in Rufus visited Shorne Country Park on 
the last Friday of the school year. They 
looked at the nature around them and 
then had a lot of fun in the playground. 
This was a great way to learn how to 
take turns, play together and also tire 
themselves out! They dragged along 
Lynn from our Admin department and   
also tired her out! 

EAGLE HEIGHTS 

On a very hot day in July, some of the students 
from Warwick class visited Eagle Heights 
Wildlife Foundation in Eynesford. They got to 
see various species of birds and with over 50 
species at the Foundation, there was a lot to 
look out for! As well as birds, they also have a 
variety of farm animals, reptiles and even 
some meerkats. The group had a lovely visit 
and enjoyed looking at the variety of animals 
being looked after.   



 

 

Swallow Aquatics 
The last term of the academic year is always a fun one. Leeds and Warwick class were lucky 

enough to visit Swallow Aquatics during June, where they saw and held a variety of different   

animals. From snakes to turtles, it was a great chance for the students to learn about what each 

different animal likes and how they behave. Thank you for having us Swallow 

Aquatics. 

 
May the force be with you…. 

This term the boys in Scotney class have 
been learning about forces and how 

much force is needed in order to move 
or lift various different objects. They   

experimented with a force meter and 
objects of different weight to see how 

much force each one required in order to 
move them. They enjoyed the              

experiment and this also helped them to 
retain the new knowledge they had 

learnt.  

 

We made new friends.                           We learnt to choose 
what we would like. 

Corfe class have had a fantastic term! We are all very proud of everything they have achieved this 
term and look forward to even more development next year! 

We learnt to ask for help.    

We worked hard... 

We learnt to look closely 
at living things with 

care.  
 
 

And we even went on 
offsite visits! 

...Really really hard! And we had fun!!! 

CORFE 



 

 

 

 

In June, we were very grateful to receive a generous donation of £1,000 
from Waitrose in Longfield to use towards the purchase of activity panels 

for our               playground area. 
 

Inclusive play panels are great for stimulating the senses, whether chil-
dren are observing or actively involved. They are also perfect for prac-

tising     problem solving, reasoning and numeracy skills as well as help-
ing children to develop social skills.   

 

Thank you Waitrose, Longfield! 

During this term, our PTFA got in touch 
with Asda in Gravesend to see if they 
were able to make any donations     
towards our family fun day. The team 
at Asda were brilliant and donated a 
whole array of goodies to be used for 
raffle prizes. Ed in Windsor class 
stepped out of his comfort zone and 
went to Asda to collect these goodies 
for us and represent the school. Well 
done Ed and a massive thank you to 
Asda for your donations! 

 
 

 

Over the whole of this academic year, the PTFA 
have been a huge help in organising events for 
the school. There has been the Christmas card 
competition, raffles and the Family Fun Day to 
name just a few of the events they have      
organised. They have pestered and pleaded with 
their friends, family and businesses they know, 
to gain donations, prizes and help with all of 
these events and we cannot thank them enough 
for their help. We look forward to seeing what 
next year brings and hopefully, with the    
lifting of more restrictions, we can push    
ourselves even further with family events. 
Thank you to every member of the PTFA!  

Thank you Asda Gravesend! 

Thank you to our PTFA! 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Student Council Update 

 

 

 
 

 

There are 10 ice cream’s hidden in this news-

Including this one, can you find them all? 

Student council have met this 
term to review turn-taking 
wheels made to support play 
in both playgrounds. They 
have also been looking at how 
they make themselves known 
to others around the school.      
Another item on the agenda 
was to start to think about 
themed days and weeks to    
celebrate next academic year. 
Thank you to all student    
council members for all your 
hand work this year!  

Congratulations to our Catering 

Team! 

 

 

Dexter diaries: 
 

Dexter has had his first birthday since our last     
update. Happy birthday Dexter! We can't believe 
it's been nearly a year since he joined Helen Allison 
School. He's had another hair cut recently to ensure 
he's softer than ever to stroke, so he's lapping up the 
compliments. We've really noticed the maturity  
pupils show when coming to visit him, and it's a 
great chance to share information about their own 
pets.  

On the 1st July, the school had its annual 

visit from Environmental Health to check 

compliance with the requirements of 

food hygiene law. We are incredibly 

proud to announce, that yet again we 

have received a rating of 5. This is the 

highest score available. A huge           

congratulations to Emma, Denise and 

Suzanne!  
What’s for lunch? 

Every morning, staff and students have to or-
der their lunches so the kitchen team know 

how much to cook of each item. Often, some of 
us forget to do this! Elliot in Leeds class is a tre-

mendous help around the school and in order 
to combat the missing lunch orders, he is now 
the designated order taker! Elliot goes around 

to various        members of the staffing team 
first thing in the morning with the menu and 
collates a list of the lunches required. Once 

complete, he hands this to the lovely ladies in 
the kitchen. This has meant no more missing 



 

 

Have you Signed up to ParentMail Yet? 
 
ParentMail is beneficial to you because: 

• Messages will get to you reliably 
• We can send messages  directly to mums and 

dads at the same time 
• You will quickly know about important or   urgent 

messages 
• We can tell you more about what’s going on at 

the school 
• Regular Calendar reminders are sent 
• You can report absences  
 

ParentMail is registered with the Data Protection       
Registrar and guarantees that all information you    
provide will be kept private and will not be passed on 
to any other organisation. 

Please check your ParentMail account   
regularly for important  

If you have any concerns around your 
child’s computer/internet use please don’t 
hesitate to ask for help, guidance or     

support. Contact the school on 01474 
814878 and ask to speak to a            
safeguarding officer. 
 
The Helen Allison School website “About 
us/Safeguarding” page also contains      
Internet Safeguarding links you might find 
of use.  

School Uniform Supplier 
 
If you require any uniform for your child for the 
next academic year, please contact Mapac, our 
uniform supplier. Orders must be placed by the 

2nd August to ensure delivery in time for      
return to school. Please visit the link below or 

call 01923 255525 to place an order.  
 

https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/
uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417  

Dates for the  
diary 

 

Have a lovely  
summer holiday! See 
you all in September! 

 

 

September 1st 
Inset Day 

 
September 2nd  

Inset Day 
 

September 3rd  
Inset Day 

 

September 6th  
Term 1 Begins 

 
October 22nd 

Last day of Term 1 
 

November 8th 
Term 2 Begins 

 

Goodbye and Goodluck! 

As always, at the end of every 
fantastic year, we must also 
say goodbye to a few people 
who take a step towards a new 
adventure. This year we must 
say goodbye to 3 members of 
staff who will be greatly 
missed. Good luck to our PBS 
Lauren Beadle, Group 1’s form 
tutor, Debbie Griffiths and Steve 
Crew, the school’s IT Teacher. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=mapac&source=lmns&bih=608&biw=1007&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB910GB910&safe=active&hl=en-US&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAtK7C2bjsAhUIhhoKHQXYBHsQ_AUoAHoECAEQAA&surl=1#
https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417
https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417

