
 

 

 British Values 

  
The various activities highlighted in this newsletter are an example of  just some of the diverse learning opportunities that are undertaken by 
our students. Many of these activities take place within the local community as well as at school for real opportunities to explore these    
values  in order to support students to understand the needs of others in a wider context. Helen Allison School teaches students 

If you have any comments on the Newsletter we would like to hear from you.  If you would like to contribute to the next Newsletter, 
please let Rachel Forshaw or Francesca Shaxted have your article.  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we come to the end of a relatively short term, it feels as though 
the school has returned to some form of normality given the      
turbulence of the last year. As always, the students have          
continued to impress us with their hard work and resilience. The 
relaxing of lock down restrictions has meant some trips have been 
allowed and more will follow in the second half of the summer 
term which gives us things to look forward to. These excursions 
are an essential part of the learning in the school and I know our 
young people are excited for their return. 
 
The next term is longer than usual, eight weeks, but we have 
many things to look forward to, including the camping trip and the 
family fun day. I wish you all a restful break and look forward to 
welcoming all the children back on Monday 7

th
 June. 

 
 
Many thanks 

 

Simon Collins 
 

Principal 



 

 

News from our classrooms! 

 

 

After reading Gregory Cool this term, Hever Class used their 

own experiences, combined with the that of the characters 
from the text visiting the beach, to write poetry. The       

children considered what they might see, hear and how they 

would feel. They focused on their use of adjectives and     

description to make their writing more exciting and         
interesting to read. 

After editing, the children then published their poems about 

visiting the beach. 

Rufus class have had great fun with our Space topic. We have made fizzy planets, bubble 
powered rockets and enjoyed showing the ‘Phases of the Moon’ with Oreos!  

 
 

 

Young Writers! 

Last term a selection of our 
students submitted some fan-
tastic poems and short stories 
into a Young Writers Competi-
tion, with the chance of get-
ting their work published if 
they won. We are so proud 
and pleased that five of our 
students have been chosen 
and will be published authors 
very soon! A huge well done 
to Zakk, Aidin, Xavier, Lewis 
and Jack for your amazing 
work and effort.   

They were having fun playing in the 
blue sea. 
People were calling to each other on the 
golden beach. 
The seagulls were making it noisy at the 
beautiful beach. 
The sun was blazing hot. 
The golden sand crunches as they 
sprint along the beach. 
The boys were diving into the deep blue 
ocean. 
The gentle wind whispers through the 
leaves of the coconut trees. 
The people were excited to play in the 
blue sea. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Troy from Group 3 has completed his cross  
contour drawing in his art class this term. 

Group 4 learnt how to sew a 4 hole     

button onto pieces of cloth this week. All 

learners learnt how to use a needle 

threader to support independence. 

Group 4 had a visit to Bluewater during 
the third week of term and were 
tasked with having to find the most 
suitable shops for the items on their 
shopping list, as well as having to buy 
an item at a shop with their pocket 
money. 

This term Group 1 students at the Hub have been using forensic science 
to analyse a crime scene as part of their STEM lessons. Evidence has 
been collected and a series of experiments carried out to 'catch the   
culprit'. Some of the evidence collected from the scene has been blood, 
vomit (not real of course), white powder, a poisoned drink, fingerprints, 
hair and soil samples and rabbit droppings! The students really enjoyed 
doing the unit, you can see from the concentration on their faces in the 
photos. To date, the culprit has not been found.......yet! 



 

 

 Bike Maintenance  

During Term 5, the boys in Scotney class have been continuing to visit Rowhill School. This time, they have 
been continuing to develop their knowledge of changing tyres, repairing punctures and general bike 

knowledge. They absolutely love spending time learning these skills and we look forward to seeing what more 
they can learn next term! 

Delicious Delights 

As always, Bev our food technology tutor has 
been making some delicious treats with the 

students and teaching them some fundamental 
life skills,  including washing up! Make sure you 
utilise this new skill with your children at home! 

This term, some of the students have been working hard in the conservation area. There have 
been many activities that have taken place such as growing some fruit and vegetables and lots 

of digging has taken place. Well done to all the students. 

Wilderness Wednesday’s 



 

 

 
 

 

 Dexter diaries: 

Student Council Update 

 
It was lovely to see student council 

members together again. We now have 

separate primary and a secondary   

student council meetings, so pupils 

have more time to share their ideas 

and cater these to their peers. 

 

In our April meetings we explored    

data from our surveys on how to spend 

some kindly donated money, finalised 

posters signposting playground games 

and made important decisions about 

our buddy benches. Buddy benches 

will be in the primary and secondary 

playground so that if a pupil wants to 

play/chat with others, but isn't sure 

how, they can sit on the bench and 

someone will join them. 

 

Thank you to all our very passionate 

student council members. 

 

 

There are 9 flowers hidden in this       
newsletter.  

Including this one, can you find 
them all? 

Elliot from Leeds class has been a tremendous 

help around the school this term helping         

Francesca on reception and Will with site      

maintenance tasks. He has also been planting lots 

of bedding plants in our flower pots outside the 

school, making a welcoming entrance for visitors! 

Thank you Elliot!  

Dexter has welcomed several new students to the 

Helen Allison School. We see some truly caring, 

engaging and confident interactions from all of 

the students who visit him. Some students work 

towards time with Dexter - what better reward!  

Currently Dexter is working with a student to 

provide the motivation for some off-site walks 

together.  

 

Thank you to all our        

students who continue to 

make Dexter excited to 

come to 'work'. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to TK MAXX for their           
generous donation of £500. At the end of last 
year they donated to local charities in       
support of all their work during the            
pandemic and we were lucky enough to be 
included. This will be used to purchase      
outdoor sensory equipment to enhance our 
playgrounds for the students. 

Thank you TK MAXX! 

 
 

Thank you Meopham Fitness and Tennis Centre! 

With the reopening of fitness centres on the 12th April, we have      
recently made the decision to purchase a number of annual           
memberships for our local facility Meopham fitness and Tennis centre. 
 
These memberships ensure that all students of eligible age will be able 
to access the Gym and Tennis courts to enhance their physical         
education programme. 

Some of the students at the Hub received a very informative careers talk from Nikki Benning the EDI & 
Social Value co-ordinator at Sian Formwork Ltd. 
 
Nikki spoke to the students about all the different career opportunities within the construction industry. 
The students found the talk very interesting, they were surprised at the huge amount of varied jobs re-
quired to run a big construction site with each job role playing a part to ensure the projects run smoothly 
through to completion. 
 

The talk was attended by two of Nikki’s colleagues also from Sian Formworks Shauneen and Davinia. 
 
Helen Allison School would like to thank Nikki and Sian Formworks for the support they have given the 
school and the difference their involvement with us has made. 
 
Sian Formworks also made a donation to the Hub which after discussion with the Student Hub Council was 
spent on equipment for the students to use at breaktimes. These include an indoor table tennis table, sets 
of speed stacking cups, a badminton set, 2 sets of limbo poles and a large set of Jenga. 

Thank you Sian Formwork Ltd. 



 

 

Have you Signed up to ParentMail Yet? 
 
ParentMail is beneficial to you because: 

• Messages will get to you reliably 
• We can send messages  directly to mums 

and dads at the same time 
• You will quickly know about important or   

urgent messages 
• We can tell you more about what’s going on 

at the school 
• Regular Calendar reminders are sent 
• You can report absences  
 

ParentMail is registered with the Data Protection       
Registrar and guarantees that all information you 
provide will be kept private and will not be 
passed on to any other organisation. 

Please check your ParentMail account 
regularly for important  

correspondence.  

If you have any concerns around your 
child’s computer/internet use please don’t 
hesitate to ask for help, guidance or     
support. Contact the school on 01474 
814878 and ask to speak to a           
safeguarding officer. 
 
The Helen Allison School website “About 
us/Safeguarding” page also contains     
Internet Safeguarding links you might find 
of use.  

School Uniform Supplier 
 
The NAS have a new uniform supplier called 
Mapac. 
Please visit their website below to   order any uni-
form. 
  

https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/
uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417  

 
Or give them a call on the   number below. 

01923 255525 

Dates for the  

diary 

 

24th May 2021 
Half Term  

 
7th June 2021 
Term 6 Begins 

 
29th July 2021 
Family Fun Day 

 
 

30th July 2021 
Inset Day 

 
2nd August 2021 

Half Term  

As a school, we really want to hear your 
views. We have set up an online survey 
and would appreciate as many parents 
as possible completing this survey as it 
will help us develop our future strategy. 

 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/

ParentsW2/ 

Parent Survey 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Congratulations are in order for 2 members of our staff 

this term! Abbey from Warwick Class has given birth to a 

baby girl called Jasmine. Nicole from Scotney 

Class has also given birth, to a little boy who 

has been called Theo. Now we may be biased, 

but they are both beautiful! 

 

Congratulations to the new families! 

https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417
https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/helenallisonschoolda130ew/?c=417
https://www.google.com/search?q=mapac&source=lmns&bih=608&biw=1007&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB910GB910&safe=active&hl=en-US&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAtK7C2bjsAhUIhhoKHQXYBHsQ_AUoAHoECAEQAA&surl=1#
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ParentsW2/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ParentsW2/

