
UNLOCKING CREATIVE POTENTIAL



A little bit about Turtle Key Arts…

Turtle Key Arts are committed to advancing the participation 
of disabled, disadvantaged and socially excluded people 

within the arts.

Turtle Key Arts have devised creative arts projects for young 
people and adults on the autism spectrum for the past 18 

years.





Musical Portraits

• Partnership project between Turtle Key Arts, National Portrait Gallery & 
Wigmore Hall which has been running yearly since 2010

• Summer holiday project for young people on the autism spectrum, aged 
10 to 14

• Participants use portraits from the National Portrait Gallery to create 
artwork, facilitated by an Artist from the Gallery. 

• Participants use the artwork created and the original portraits as a 
stimulus to create their own music, led by a professional Composer & 
musicians from the Wigmore Hall music ensemble “Ignite”

• Project ends with a live performance for friends and family on the 
Wigmore Hall stage

• It is free to all participants



Musical Portraits Band

• Half term project for previous 
participants

• Opportunity to get together again 
/ meet other participants

• Build on confidence and develop 
the skills & experience 

• Creates ongoing opportunities 
and continuity of impact

• Long term links created with the 
project partner organisations



Musical Portraits & Musical 
Portraits Band
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Musical Portraits Feedback

“Made friends for the first time ever!”
Participant

“It really makes me feel my job is worthwhile 
– so much of it is admin at my desk so it’s such 
a pleasure to be hands-on and see the impact 
of such great professionals”
Collaborator

“Brilliant for my son to be who he is without 
being bullied.”
Parent



Musical Portraits Short 
Documentary

https://vimeo.com/209600021

https://vimeo.com/209600021


A Practical Guide to creating music in the 
style of Musical Portraits



www.npg.org.uk

www.wigmore-hall.org.uk

www.turtlekeyarts.org.uk

http://www.npg.org.uk/
http://www.wigmore-hall.org.uk/
http://www.turtlekeyarts.org.uk/


Contact us…

Charlotte charlotte@turtlekeyarts.org.uk 020 8964 5060

Imogen imogen@turtlekeyarts.org.uk

mailto:charlotte@turtlekeyarts.org.uk
mailto:Imogen@turtlekeyarts.org.uk


Thank you from the team at Turtle Key Arts


