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20th December 2019 

Christmas newsletter 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am delighted to write to you at the end of a successful term for the pupils and school.  As you will 

see from this newsletter, the last term has been one of high achievement and success for both the 

pupils and staff of Thames Valley School. It’s been a busy and productive term full of great learning, 

enrichment, excitement, and celebration. 

It has been so good to see many of you here over the last term at various events including 

yesterday’s well attended Christmas Fair.  Thank you so much for supporting the brilliant young 

people we are lucky to have at Thames Valley School.  

We endeavour to continue a fantastic year of achievement and success, with the confidence looking 

forward that our pupils have the best opportunities to lead happy and successful lives. 

Here is just a small selection of some of the activities your children have been involved in during the 

term… 

Badminton festival at Prospect School 

Paige, Leo, Harry, Finn, Miles, Ellis attended the Badminton festival and represented Thames Valley. 

They all behaved very well and worked hard at all the badminton activities. 5 other schools took part 

and students will be awarded certificates in assembly this Friday for their hard work. I saw students’ 

confidence and skills grow during the festival and was very pleased with the positive attitude our 

students had and they coped very well with a busy and noisy environment. 
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Adventure learning Pathhill – Fire lighting 

Students from Darwin and Cook visited Pathhill and on a cold and rainy day had great fun learning 

how to gather the correct wood, light a fire using a flint and steel and cook their own burgers for 

lunch. Every student managed to get a spark and light the cotton wool. With support from staff 

students cooked their own burgers and toasted marshmallows. Students showed great respect for 

the fire and where safe while having lots of fun.   

 

 



 

 

 

Football tournament 

Students were selected for the Thames Valley football team and played in the Reading FC SEN 

tournament in November. The students represented the school impeccably not only showing respect 

and thoughtfulness to the other competitors both on and off the pitch. They also worked as a team 

and showed god football skills which lead to them winning every match and receiving the trophy for 

the tournament. Students played in lots of different positions and came off and on the pitch when 

needed without moaning just pure determination and support for each other. Ryan was fantastic in 

goal and Dominic was our top goal scorer. Big thanks to all staff that made the trip possible and 

especially Josh and George who coached the team to victory. 

 

 

 

 



Gymnastic competition (primary) 

A team of 3 students (Harry, Finn, Ellis) competed at JMA School in their first gymnastics 

competition. The students worked very hard practising there 8 move routine and proud to say they 

all completed their routine to their very best ability. The students also competed in the vault and the 

spring board and did a fantastic job. 

 

 

Skiing – Hemel Hempstead 

Fines/Peake/Darwin/ Cook got a reward trip for completing all there map reading and walks. We 

Went to The Snow Centre in Hemel Hempstead. The students did amazing traveling to London and 

then battling with the ski boots, then going on the real snow some for the first time to learn how to 

ski. The students showed great perseverance to keep giving it a go despite it being cold and to keep 

getting up even when they fell over. Some loved the experience and want to know when we are 

returning and for others they were happy they gave it a go but didn’t think it was something they 

might like to do in the future.  

A special mention to an outstanding achievement by Zachary who achieved a level 4 in just 2 

sessions and Alfie for completing his GCSE assessment in Skiing. Big thanks to all staff for wrapping 

up and getting out in the cold and Mr Duda (level 3 ski instructor) for assessing Alfie.  



 

Hot off the press, some pictures from yesterday’s Christmas Fair below! 

 



 

 

 

The fair was a huge success.  Jo and I would like to thank parents, carers and families on behalf of all 

the pupils and staff at Thames Valley School for how much support you gave us.  The attendance 

was fantastic and we sold many cakes and raffle tickets to raise well over £400. 

As you will be aware, we have continued to have some staffing adjustments over the last term, and 

in addition we are very sorry to say goodbye this term to our OT Carey-Anne Dooley.  We are 

currently taking an opportunity to recruit our own full time SALT and OT and we will be putting 

adverts very soon; these are often challenging roles to recruit but we aim to appoint as soon as we 

can.  

Please enjoy time together with friends and family over the Christmas break. I look forward to 

welcoming the pupils and staff back in 2020 to continue a fantastic year and hope to see many of 

you at forthcoming events.  I hope you have a wonderful, peaceful festive season when it arrives and 

wish you all the very best for the New Year. 

I hope this newsletter has given you a taste of the many and varied activities and opportunities in 

the school this term.  Thank you to all parents and carers for your on-going support and working in 

partnership with the school.   

 Merry Christmas from Thames Valley School!  

  

James Power 
Interim Headteacher 
Thames Valley School 


